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SECTION 1:   ENHANCEMENT ACTIVITIES 
 
 

Check only those that apply.  Explanations of each activity can be found on pages 4- 5 of the instruction 
booklet. 

 

 
 

Facilities for Pedestrians or Bicycles 
Asphalt, 10ft wide trail built to ADA Standards. 
Described in section 2. 

  
Rehabilitation and Operation of Historic 
Transportation Buildings, Structures or Facilities 
(including historic railroad facilities and canals) 

 
 

Safety and Educational Activities for Pedestrians 
and Bicyclists 

  
Preservation of Abandoned Railway Corridors 

 Acquisition of Scenic Easements and Scenic or 
Historic Sites (including historic battlefields). 
 TDOT does not accept applications from local agencies for 

this activity. 

  
Inventory, Control and Removal of Outdoor 
Advertising. 

 Scenic or Historic Highway Programs (including 
Visitor Centers) Visitor Centers must be within walking 

distance of an approved scenic or historic site, facility or 

roadway and each application must provide both an elevation 

and labeled floor plan.  

  
Archaeological Planning and Research 

  
Landscaping or Other Scenic Beautification  
Benches, trash receptacles and trees. Documented 
in budget line items. 

 Environmental Mitigation: 
1. Due to highway runoff pollution (verification required) 

2. Reduce vehicle-caused wildlife mortality  
3. Maintain habitat connectivity 

  

Historic Preservation 
Access improvements to historic sites and buildings. 
Thompsonôs Station Battlefield Park & Homestead 
Manor. Described in section 2. 

  

Establishment of Transportation Museums 
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SECTION 2:   PROJECT DETAILS 
 
 

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ DǊŜŜƴǿŀȅǎ ¢ǊŀƛƭΤ tƘŀǎŜ м 

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ Station, TN 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Walking and biking plays an important role in moving people. Many rely on or choose these 

methods for their main or only mode of transportation. Alternative transportation can move 

considerable numbers of people, especially in dense residential areas. 

 

The Thompsonôs Station Greenways Trail system anticipates the increased use of walking, 

bicycling and other multi-modal transportation methods and supports measures to encourage 

these alternate methods of transportation. The Plan establishes goals and objectives that are 

realistic and can be implemented. Ensuring a seamless and inter-connected multi-modal 

greenways trail network across jurisdictional boundaries and at different functional levels of 

highway/street systems is vitally important to the success of this plan. 

 

It is likely that an even greater number of people will walk/bike for utilitarian, social, recreational, 

or exercise purposes. However, people are more likely to walk/bike if it is made safer and more 

convenient. Within that context, The Thompsonôs Station Greenways Trail system establishes 

this vision statement: 

 

 ñTo establish alternative transportation methods as a viable, convenient and safe 

 transportation choice throughout Tennessee.ò 

 

BACKGROUND 
 

Thompsonôs Station, TN is a charming community with much historic significance and natural 

beauty. Centrally located between the populated cities of Franklin and Spring Hill, Thompsonôs 

Station has kept preservation of its land top priority, maintaining its original countryside. In 

addition to scenic landscape, Thompsonôs Station boasts three public schools, the only Kroger 

Marketplace in TN, the state-of-the art Tennessee Equine Hospital, churches, and local 

businesses. 

 

Highway 31, a two-lane country road, is the main link between Thompsonôs Station, Spring Hill 

and Franklin.  It is also the main access road to Interstate 65 and Interstate 840 that runs 

through Thompsonôs Station. It is documented that over 20,000 cars travel on this section of 

Highway 31 per day.  Despite this large volume of traffic, there is no alternative option for 

transportation.  
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LONG TERM PLAN  

 

The proposed Thompsonôs Station Greenways Trail system is a tri-fold effort to provide an 

alternate source of transportation, give access to historic and cultural experiences while 

providing an avenue to improve the health of the community.  

 

This trail system is divided into 3 phases: 

 

Phase 1 2.8 miles of asphalt trail connecting Tollgate Village to Thompsonôs Station park. 

  (map, Phase 1) 

Phase 2 1 mile of asphalt trail connecting Thompsonôs Station Park to the northern  

  edge of the Safe Routes to School sidewalks on Heritage Park property.  

  (map, Phase 2 & 3) 

   (Spring Hill intends to connect the neighborhood of Tanyard Springs to the 

   southern point of the Safe Routes to School sidewalks on Heritage Park  

   property)  

Phase 3 Pedestrian Bridge over Highway 31 connecting Heritage Park sidewalks to  

  to the East Side of Spring Hill on Buckner Road. 

  (map, Phase 2 & 3)  

   (Spring Hill is working on a comprehensive trail system down Buckner  

   Road and throughout Spring Hill) 

 

Upon completion of the 3 phases, there will be a continual trail for multi-modal use throughout 

Thompsonôs Station and Spring Hill.  The entire trail will meet Americans with Disabilities Act 

(ADA) Guidelines. The pedestrian bridge over Highway 31 will allow 20,000+ residents that live 

on the East side of Highway 31 the opportunity of multi-modal transportation to schools, retail, 

grocery stores and restaurants.  

 

 

Thompsonôs Station is requesting the  

TDOT Enhancement Grant  

for  

PHASE 1 
only. 

 

The following sections refer to Phase 1 only. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

PHASE 1 

 
Phase 1 of the Thompsonôs Station Greenways Trail  will parallel Highway 31, stretching 

North/South, and provide approximately 15,000 feet of asphalt for a 10ô wide  multi-modal trail. 

This trail will meet the ADA guidelines.   

 

LOCATION DETAILS 

 

 North Trail Head - Tollgate Village, Rochelle Street (picture, page 19) 

 South Trail Head - Thompsonôs Station Park, Thompsonôs Station Rd. (picture, page 20) 

 Trail Head Locations - (map, Phase 1) 

 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS 

 

 TRAIL   (example drawing, page 17) 

  Width  10ft 

  Length  15,000 ft or 2.84 miles 

  Material 4in Mineral Aggregate 

    2in Asphalt 

 

 BRIDGES  (example drawing, page 18) 

  Quantity 3 each 

  Width  10ft 

  Length  Varies based on location (approximately 24ft to 28ft) 

  Material Asphalt decking 

    Other material TBD  

   

 RR CROSSINGS 

  Quantity 2 each 

     1 - Under Pass - already existing.  

     1 - At Grade road crossing.  - already existing. 

  Under Pass  No construction needed.  (pictures, page 21) 

    Under pass was built in for cattle moving use. It remains a   

    working underpass.     

  At Grade  Current at grade crossing for vehicles. (pictures, page 22) 

    Asphalt crossing  

    Safety equipment will be upgraded to meet pedestrian safety  

    standards. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

PHASE 1 

 

CONSTRUCTION DETAILS  (continued) 

 

 SIGNAGE 

  Quantity 25 each 

  Material  To Be Determined 

  Location Trail Heads 

    Points of Interest 

    Safety Signs 

    Directional Signs 

 

 TRASH/RECYCLING RECEPTCALS 

  Quantity 4 units (example picture, page 28) 

  Material To Be Determined 

  Location 1 at North Trail Head 

    1 at South Trail Head 

    2 distributed equally along  trail. 

  Pet Station On Trail heads only. Includes doggy bags 

 

 BENCHES 

  Quantity 8 each (example picture, page 28) 

  Material To Be Determined 

  Location 1 bench every third of a mile 

 

 ASPHALT BENCH PADS 

  Quantity 8 each (example picture, page 28) 

  Material Asphalt 

  Location 1 pad every third of a mile 
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We want to be part of a movement to connect the Earth to the community. 

Greg Langeleiers,  ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ƻǿƴ Administrator 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

PHASE 1 

 

TRAIL CONNECTIONS 

 

TOLLGATE VILLAGE - North Trail Head 

 

Located just to the north of Interstate 840, Tollgate Village is a 

planned community that will provide 512 single-family homes 

and 180 stacked urban townhomes. Included in the 

development will be retail, coffee shops, caf®ôs, restaurants, 

banks, pocket parks and trails.  

 

 

 

INDEPENDENCE HIGH SCHOOL 

 

 9 - 12 grades 

 1,633 Students and Faculty 

 

 Currently, there are no sidewalks, paths or trails 

 for students or employees to bike or walk to 

 Independence High. 

 

 All students drive or are bused to school. The 

 Thompsonôs Station Greenways Trail system will  

 provide an alternate transportation route for interested individuals. 

 

COMMUNITY GARDEN 

3 acre parcel that is owned, managed and paid for  by the town 

of Thompsonôs Station.  There are 80 - 100 plots available.  

  

ñWe loved the idea of a fun family project.  We also  thought it 

was the perfect opportunity to teach our children about plants, 

food, nutrition and hard work. We were also so excited to 

discover how little produce we had to purchase over the 

summer,ò Ella Bingham, Tollgate Village resident 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

PHASE 1 
 

TRAIL CONNECTIONS (continued) 

 

TERRAPIN PARK  

 

Located in Terrapin Park is a 24ft x 30ft outdoor stage. 

Picnic tables, green space, horse shoes and a tire swing 

make Terrapin Park an enjoyable place for families to enjoy 

the outdoors. 

 

 

 

THOMPSONôS STATION BATTLEFIELD PARK 

 

 50 acres preserved by a conservation easement through 

The Land Trust of Tennessee. 

 

The Thompsonôs Station Battlefield Park will feature 

walking trails and signage commemorating the 1,800 

casualties of Civil War Battle. The trail will connect to the 

Homestead Manor Restaurant. 

 

The Annual Sweet Tea Festival is also held on the grounds 

     of the battlefield and Homestead Manor, bringing   

     thousands of patrons from around Middle Tennessee. 

 

 

THOMPSONôS STATION TOWN HALL & COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

Meetings and events are scheduled throughout the 

year at the Thompsonôs Station Community Center. 

 

Residents are able to reserve the center for personal 

use as well. 

 

Town Hall provides office space for government 

workers. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

PHASE 1 
 

TRAIL CONNECTIONS (continued) 

 

TENNESSEE EQUINE HOSPITAL  

  

Providing a top of the line surgical center, with a full-time 

surgeon in house, the TN Equine Hospital enables  horse 

owners to bring their horses from as far as southern Kentucky 

and northern Alabama. Referral medical cases are 

accommodated in the 22 stall hospital. They are a full service 

equine hospital with 24 hour care provided.  

 

 

 

 

THOMPSONôS STATION PARK (South Trail Head) 

 

Directly off Highway 31 and Thompsonôs Station Road, the 

Thompson's Station Park is a central location for local and 

surrounding residents. It has a playground, 2 pavilions, 

open green space and a 1 mile loop walking trail.  

 

Thompsonôs Station Park hosts many events including the 

annual Thompsonôs Station Fall Festival that brings in 

thousands of patrons.  

 

  

 

Heritage Park connects to the south side of Thompsonôs Station Park and is a youth 

recreation area with baseball, softball, basketball, volleyball and wrestling curriculums 

for children and teens. This will be the location of our Phase 2 of this greenways trail. 

(map, Phase 2 & 3) 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

PHASE 1 
   

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

 

RAILROAD 

 

The Great Rail Trail - Thompson's Station Depot 

(Stop #21) - As the railroads made their way 

through the states of Kentucky and Tennessee 

they left behind their heritage. The state of 

Tennessee has a vivid railroad history and 

Thompson's Station is one of the stops along this 

historical railroad tour.  

 

Dr. Thompson was influential in acquiring money 

for the rail network which helped make  

        Thompson's Station a thriving transport center for  

        Southern Williamson County. The rail remains on  

        the line it was originally built on. 

 

 

THOMPSONôS STATION TOWN HALL 

 Built in 1993 and now serving as Thompsonôs 

 Station Town Hall, this structure was modeled 

 after The Depot constructed in 1863. 

  

 ñéThe station (i.e. The Depot) is situated about 

 the middle of the field, and some 300 yards 

 west of the turnpike; a small stream flows by it 

 to the west. Beyond the station and field is an 

 extensive wood on each side of the road.ò  

 Colonel John Coburn - 3
rd

 Brigade of the 1
st 

  
Division of Reserve Corps of the Army of KY 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

PHASE 1 
   

HISTORIC SIGNIGICANCE (continued) 

 

BANK HOUSE 

  

Now known as ñHomestead Manorò, this stately house was 

built between 1809 and 1819 by Francis Giddens, a veteran of 

the Revolutionary War. Located in the middle of the 

Thompsonôs Station Battlefield, this house was reportedly the 

home of Lieutenant Nathaniel Banks, an officer in Federal Earl 

Van Dornôs cavalry. 

 

   

  

 

The Bank House was listed on the National Register of 

Historic Places in 1977. 

 

 

 

 

 

NATURAL LANDSCAPE & BATTLE OF THOMPSONôS STATION 

 

March 4, 1863, Confederate forces came North from Columbia, 

as Union forces went south from Franklin. A fight ensued on the 

land of Thompsonôs Station.  

  

Written description of the battlefieldôs landscape is found in the 

writings of Colonel John Coburn, commander of the Union forces 

at the Battle of Thompsonôs Station.  

 

 

 

 It is determined that with the exception of developed parcels, most 

 of the hilltops are still wooded with cedars, most of lower lying 

 fields remain open and the roads and railroad have survived with 

 their original alignments.  
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

PHASE 1 
   

BENEFITS  

  

 MULTI-MODAL OPTIONS 

  The Thompsonôs Station Greenways Trail System runs North/South, paralleling  

  Highway 31. The trail system will provide an alternative means of transportation  

  for both professionals and students. 

 

 REDUCED TRAFFIC 

  Over 20,000 cars per day travel on Highway 31, which can be described as  

  a two-lane country road. Providing an option for alternate transportation will  

  assist in reducing traffic from this congested highway. 

 

 INCREASED SAFETY 

 

  It is not uncommon to see cyclists and runners 

  on the Highway 31. Currently, if a runner or biker 

  wants to travel north or south between  

  municipalities, Highway 31is their only option. 

 

  The Thompsonôs Station Greenways Trail  

  system will provide an alternate route for  

  runners/bikers, creating a safer environment for  

  both pedestrian and vehicle. 

  

 

 PROMOTES HEALTHY LIVING 

  The Office of Coordinated School Health (OCSH) was established by the   

  Tennessee Department of Education in February 2001. A report on Obesity was  

  written with the following data: 

 

 Tennessee has the 5th highest rate of obesity in adults. 

 Tennessee has the 4th highest rate of obesity in youth (10 - 17) 

   

  Other than diet, the other leading factor for obesity was a sedentary lifestyle.  

   

  The Thompsonôs Station Greenways Trail will provide a fun, safe and   

  well-defined location for families and people of all ages to get outside and  

  exercise. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

PHASE 1 
   

BENEFITS (continued) 

 

  

 CONNECTIVITY 

  As described above under Connections, the Thompsonôs Station Greenways  

  Trail will connect not only the North and South sides of Thompsonôs Station,  

  but also bring connectivity to and from Spring Hill. 

 

  Included in this connectivity are restaurants, grocery stores, banks, community  

  centers, schools, and neighborhoods as well as retail and businesses. 

  

 QUALITY OF LIFE 

 

  Quality of life truly determines the livability of an area. Americans around the  

  country, from ranchers and farmers to suburban and urban dwellers, are   

  demanding that green places be protected. In order to compete for residents and  

  businesses, local governments realize that conserving open space is a benefit to  

  their communities. Trails and greenways provide the tools for all Americans to  

  shape their communities and retain the level of quality that they desire. 

    Trails and Greenways Clearinghouse 

 

  An integral part of these initiatives (recreation participation, socio-economic  

  status, community involvement, and community residency) has been the   

  importance placed on recreation and leisure services and programs as key  

  contributors to improving the quality of life of communities  

   (Allen 1991). Benefits of leisure. Abstract: MODELING QUALITY OF LIFE IN  

   COMMUNITIES: A STRUCTURAL MODELING APPROACH, Presented at the  

   Tenth Canadian Congress on Leisure  . 

  

  Preserving green space and making that valuable space accessible to all people  

  is vital. The Thompsonôs Station Greenways Trail will provide free outdoor  

  recreation alternatives set within a natural haven that can unite our   

  communities and give residents a healthier environment in which to connect,  

  play and grow. 
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Many of the green places and open spaces that need protecting most today 

are in our own neighborhoods. In too many places, the beauty of local vistas 

has been degraded by decades of ill-planned and ill-coordinated development. 

Vice President Albert Gore, January 12,1999 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

PHASE 1 
   

BENEFITS (continued) 

 

 COMMUNITY 

   

  There are countless studies about the benefits of multi-modal trails. The majority  

  of these studies indicate that trails promote tourism, strengthen downtowns,  

  provide healthy recreation, bring regions together, and even promote early  

  childhood learning. Cities, and many businesses, along trails end up building  

  special paths and installing directional signs to attract users to make a detour off  

  the trail. Over all, communities along these multi-modal trails value the economic  

  development opportunities the trails create. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION  

 

PHASE 1 
   

MAINTENANCE 

 

 The Town of Thompsonôs Station is committed to maintaining the quality of this trail 

 system. 

 

 The Town of Thompsonôs Station is willing and able to increase their budget line item to 

 cover costs associated with maintaining the trail system. 

 

 The Town of Thompsonôs Station currently has full time staff who maintains  

 approximately 68 acres of public park and land. The staff is experienced and 

 knowledagble in their field. It will be this team that will administer the maintenance of  the 

 Thompsonôs Station Greenways Trail. 
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TRAIL DRAWING 
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BRIDGE DRAWING 
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¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ tŀǊƪ 

Southern Trail Head 

For Phase 1 

Proposed 

Trail Head 

1 mile walking 

loop 

Proposed 

Trail Head 

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Road 

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ Station 

Park 
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Under Bridge Crossing 

Phase 1 

Connects to  Terrapin 

Park on South side of 

stage. 

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Sewer Plant 

Facing West 

Facing East 
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At Grade Crossing 

Phase 1 

Facing East 

Facing West 

Town Hall 

Community   

Center     
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Homestead Manor 

& 

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ .ŀǘǘƭŜŦƛŜƭŘ tŀǊƪ 

Phase 1 

Built between 

1809 - 1819 

Served as a refuge and 

hospital during  

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Battle in 1863. 

Future  

¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΩǎ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Battlefield Park 

Proposed Phase 1 

Greenways Trail 

along border. Facing West 

Homestead Manor 

Plantation 

West East 


